Neurocysticercosis: fireflies in the central nervous system.
Neurocysticercosis (NCC) is caused by cysticerci spreading to spinal or brain tissue. NCC causes headaches, seizures, and focal neurological deficits. NCC is one of the main causes of epilepsy worldwide. NCC can cause death if it is not adequately treated. NCC is preventable through education of proper handwashing techniques proper food handling, and separation of human and pig living quarters (CDC 1998). The International League Against Epilepsy (ILAE), the World Health Organization (WHO), and other international health organizations are attempting to rid the world of NCC through education. Cysticerci create cavities in the brain and other body tissue where their tiny bodies grow sometimes into tapeworms two to seven meters in length and can live up to 25 years in the human body. On magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) wormholes appear Often times, if best practice is followed, the patient's entire body is scanned and more craters appear. Some authors have stated that cysticerci on a computed topography (CT) scan are similar to a starry sky or fireflies (Kapur et al. 2007).